
Old Stone Bridge in Beddgelert 

Village Life In Wales  

 
In Snowdonia  

 

Be surrounded by some of the most beautiful scenery in Britain 

 
Departure dates 11th May 2011 (Sold Out) and 15th June 2011 

 

8 days - 7 nights 

 
Snowdonia is the second largest National 

Park in Britain covering an area of 840 

square miles. The remoteness provided a 

hiding place for the last true prince of 

Wales, Llywelyn ap Gruffydd in 1277, 

during his final battle with Edward I, and 

it is from here Owain Glyndwr carried on 

his valiant struggle in the early 15th 

century.  

 

 

Mount Snowdon, at 1085m (3560ft), is the highest peak in Britain south of the Scottish 

Highlands. As well as the mountains, the park contains a wide range of other natural 

features ï rivers, lakes, waterfalls, forests, moorland glacial valleys, wonderful beaches 

and a beautiful coastline.  

 

The population of the region is around 26,000, of which 65% speak Welsh as their mother 

tongue, and is one of the oldest spoken languages in Europe. Traditional family farms 

here are numerous, with sheep breeding being the main activity. In recent years, many 

have diversified into other areas, which include tourism, providing B&B accommodation, 

òfarm experiencesò and food production such as growing soft fruits and cheese making.     



Victorian Tramway in Llandudno 

Cân y Bae Hotel 

Our ñVillage Lifeò Tour 
 

Our Village Life in Walesôs tour programme 

is now in its fifth year and as in previous 

years; it focuses on some of the special 

features of the country and its people. We 

are justly proud of our lush well-kept 

countryside, picturesque villages, small 

market towns, and fine gardens. We have 

some of the best examples of medieval 

castles in Europe, and our National Trust 

properties are amongst the best in Britain.  

 

The tour is relaxed and unhurried with 

plenty of opportunities to gain a genuine 

insight into the local culture and taste the 

delicious regional cuisine.  

  

For our Snowdonia itinerary we have 

chosen, once again, to stay with our friends 

Michael and David at Cân y Bae Hotel in 

the coastal resort of Llandudno for the full duration of the tour.  

 

 

Cân y Bae Hotel 

www.canybaehotel.com  
A lovely, cosy, award winning late 

nineteenth century hotel at the centre of 

Llandudnoôs gently curving sea-front 

promenade. The owners Michael and 

David work hard to provide a truly 

personal service to their guests.   

 

 

 

 

Llandudno 
A classic British seaside resort, where the seafront is lined with a wide promenade and 

backed with rows of elegant Victorian pastel coloured facades. The entire scene is framed 

between the cliffs of the Great and Little Orme Headlands. 

 

 

 

http://www.canybaehotel.com/


Plas Newydd Llangollen 

Day 1 Wednesday 
 

Lunch, Cable Tramway, The Great Orme Country Park 

Our ñMeet and Greetò service is available for transfers to hotel. Please enquire.  

Meet your guide and fellow travelers over a light lunch at 1.00 at the hotel. Afterwards, 

weôll take a walk along the promenade to board Britainôs only remaining cable operated 

street tramway. This will take us up 680 ft to the Great Orme Country Park. The cliffs are 

host to colonies of seabirds such as Guillemots, Kittiwakes and Razorbills as well as Gulls 

and also to Ravens and Little Owls. The Great Orme is also home to over 100 resident and 

migrant birds including Peregrine Falcons. Here we can visit the excellent interpretation 

centre, walk on one of the numerous footpaths or just enjoy the views over the town, the 

sea and the mountains of Snowdonia in the distance. 

Dinner and Overnight at Cân y Bae. 

Day 2 Thursday  

Mountain Farm and Plas Newydd, home of The Ladies of Llangollen 

Today our drive takes us through the 

upper reaches of the Conwy Valley to visit 

a mountain farm. Here we will learn how 

Border collie sheep dogs are trained and 

see them at work, meet the farmer, and 

enjoy a home cooked lunch.   

 

In the afternoon, we continue our journey 

to Llangollen, the small town that 

óWelcomes the Worldô each year when it 

hosts the International Music Festival.  

We visit Plas Newydd, home of the 

legendary óLadies of Llangollenô from 1789 

to 1829 and return via the scenic Horseshoe Pass.    

Breakfast, Dinner and Overnight at Cân y Bae. 

 

 

 

 



Trefriw Woollen  Mill  

Idwal with Tour Group In Snowdonia 

Day 3 Friday 

Conwy Valley, Woollen Mill Lunch and Pottery 

Our journey will take us along the country 

lanes and through several small villages of 

the lower reaches of the Conwy valley to 

visit Elaine and Morgan, who are fifth 

generation of the Williams family at 

Trefriw Woollen Mill. At the mill the 

Williamsô, with a small team of dedicated 

workers, manufacture Welsh double 

weave tapestry, bedspreads and tweeds in 

the traditional method using Dobcross 

looms.  

 

We then travel the short distance to the market town of Llanrwst, an ancient town with a 

long and often tragic history. Your guide will take you an a short walking tour ending for 

lunch at óTu Hwnt iôr Bontô, a former 15th C courthouse and is now one of the best ñTea 

Roomsò in Wales, serving mouth-watering home baked scones and the Welsh delicacy, 

óBara Brith.  We then continue our journey to remote woodland by Porth Llwyd Falls to 

meet Vicky Buxton at her pottery studio and workshop, where she makes a selection of 

ceramics, decorative stoneware and porcelain.  

 

Breakfast, Dinner and Overnight at Cân y Bae. 

Day 4 Saturday 

Penrhyn Castle, and Gardens, Slate Museum and the Ogwen Valley 

 
The Slate industry in North Wales was as 

important to the local economy, culture 

and history of the area as was the Coal 

industry of South Wales.  Both industries 

became giants on the world stage, and 

then suffered catastrophic decline and 

almost total extinction. In the good times, 

the quarry owners made massive profits 

from the industry, and the building of the 

enormous neo-Norman castle at Llandygai 

by the Pennant family is a fine example of 

how this wealth was spent. Architect 

Thomas Hopper supervised the 

construction between 1820 and 1845 and was passed to the National Trust upon the death 

of the last Lord Penrhyn in 1948. We now see it with the original fine furniture and 

precious works of art in place. 



Slate Museum Llanberis  

Conwy Castle  

In contrast, in the afternoon a visit to the 

Slate Museum will tell the story from the 

workers standpoint. We will see a film 

presentation which shows the harsh 

working condition of the miner and their 

families, strikes and suffering, 

craftsmanship and community all the 

drama of real people's lives. We end our 

visit with a demonstration by a former 

miner on how the boys, some as young as 

twelve, were taught to split and ódressô the 

slate.  

Breakfast dinner and overnight at Cân y Bae. 

 

Day 5 Sunday 

Morning at leisure, Medieval town of Conwy and Castle  

Conwy castle and town walls was 

constructed by the English monarch 

Edward I between 1283 and 1289 as one of 

the key fortresses in his 'iron ring' of 

castles to contain the Welsh. Its circuits of 

walls extend to over three quarters of a 

mile and are guarded by eighteen towers ï

itôs a place where we can step back in 

time. After some free time to explore the 

interesting shops, the quaint cottages and 

have lunch, your guide will take you on a 

tour of the castle.  

Breakfast, dinner and overnight at Cân y 

Bae. 


