
Village Life in Wales  
 

 
 

In  the LlȒn Peninsula  
 

Be surrounded by some of the most beautiful scenery in Britain 
 

Departure dates 13th April   2011 (Sold Out) & 21st September 2011 
 

8 days - 7 nights 
  

 

The LlȒn Peninsula 
The Llǀn Peninsula lies on the north-west corner of Wales, dividing Cardigan Bay and 

Caernarfon Bay, and being west of the Snowdonia mountains and in the Gulf Stream the 

region enjoys a mild, drier climate than the rest of Wales. 

 

The peninsula stretches out around 30 miles into the Irish Sea and is surrounded by 100 

miles of coastline. There are sweeping bays, small coves and rocky cliffs and impressive 

headlands. Llǀn is notable for its large number of protected sites with over 20 Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sites_of_Special_Scientific_Interest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sites_of_Special_Scientific_Interest


Old Stone Bridge in Beddgelert 

Sygun Fawr Country House 

Our ñVillage Lifeò Tour 
Our Village Life in Walesô tour 

programme is now in its fifth year and, as 

in previous years, it focuses on some of the 

special features of the country and its 

people. We are justly proud of our lush 

well-kept countryside, picturesque 

villages, small market towns, and fine 

gardens. We have some of the best 

examples of medieval castles in Europe, 

and our National Trust properties are 

amongst the best in Britain. The tour is 

relaxed and unhurried, with plenty  

opportunities to gain a genuine insight into the local culture and taste the delicious 

regional cuisine.  
 

For our Llǀn Peninsula itinerary, we have chosen to stay with our friends Owen and Ruth 

at Sygun Fawr Country House Hotel in the beautiful village of Beddgelert for the full 

duration of the tour.  

 

Sygun Fawr Country House   www.sygunfawr.co.uk 

Sygun Fawr is a relaxed, friendly and 

informal 17th-century Welsh manor 

house, full of atmospheric period features 

with low beams, exposed stone walls, cosy 

nooks and crannies and an inglenook 

fir eplace.  

Sygun Fawr is located about a 15 minute 

walk from the village, along a path 

running alongside a lively brook for the 

most parts, and emerges over a bridge on 

to the village green. Sygun Fawr has only 

one television which is neatly tucked away in a small lounge. It really is the perfect place 

to relax, and refresh body and mind. After a dayôs touring you can enjoy the hospitality of 

your hosts Ruth and Owen Evans, and the good food is prepared by Chef Jim Clack.  

 

 



Family Group At Beddgelert 

Beddgelert Railway Station 

Beddgelert 

Its stone built dwellings, inns and hotels 

are surrounded by the finest scenery in 

North Wales. Snowdon, the highest peak 

in England and Wales, dominates the 

skyline a few miles to the north and the 

beautiful Aberglaslyn Pass and Nant 

Gwynant valley are near-neighbours to 

the south. Wooded vales, rocky slopes and 

mountain lakes fill the surrounding 

countryside. The village, in keeping with 

its location in the Snowdonia National 

Park, is picturesque and totally unspoilt.  

Day 1 Wednesday 

Our ñMeet and Greetò service is available for transfers to hotel. Please enquire.  

Discovering the village and surrounding countryside 

Meet your guide and fellow travelers over a light lunch at 1.00 at the hotel. Depending on 

the weather, we will  take a stroll or take our minicoach to the village, taking a river bank 

track that takes us past St Maryôs church which stands on a site of a 6thC Celtic 

community.  Although the church was heavily restored in early Victorian times, it has 

retained many of its medieval features.  

 

Our path continues towards the Grave of 

Gelert to hear probably Walesô best known 

legend from your guide. We then board 

our coach for our visit to Dinas Emrys, 

believed to be the setting of one of the 

most enigmatic tales of early British 

history, left to us by Nennius, a 9th-

century writer. The story concerns the 

early Roman-British-Saxon legends 

surrounding Vortigern, Merlin and others, 

and the two sleeping dragons (one red and 

one white) that awoke and fought for the 

supremacy of Wales.  

Making our way back to Sygun Fawr to relax before dinner. 

Overnight, lunch and dinner at Sygun Fawr. 

http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/archaeology/emrys.html
http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/archaeology/emrys.html


Oriel Plas Glyn-y-Weddw 

St Beunoôs Church 

Day 2 Thursday 

Oldest Art Gallery, 16th C Manor House 

After a pleasant drive through the central region of 

Llyn, we discover Walesô oldest Art gallery. 

Oriel Plas Glyn-y-Weddw has recently celebrated its 

centenary-and-a-half, making it not only one of 

Walesô most picturesque art venues, but also its oldest. 

Nestling in the village of Llanbedrog, in an area of 

outstanding natural beauty, the Gothic styled 

Mansion was built in 1857 as a Dowers house for Lady 

Elizabeth Jones Parry of the Madryn Estate. We are 

told that Lady Love Jones Parryôs ghost is occasionally 

seen walking the upper landings! 

After lunch, our journey continues along the south 

coast to Plas yn Rhiw. This is a small 16th C Manor 

House rescued from neglect and lovingly restored by 

the three Keating sisters, who bought it in 1938 and is 

now in the care of the National Trust. The views from the grounds across Cardigan Bay 

are very spectacular and the garden contains many beautiful flowering trees and shrubs, 

with beds framed by box hedges and grass paths.  

Overnight and dinner at Sygun Fawr.  

 

Day 3 Friday 

 
Mountain Roads, St Beunoôs Church, Welsh Heritage Centre 
 

The day begins with a scenic drive 

through the Beddgelert Forest over to the 

old mountain road, through small villages 

and hamlets (some abandoned), to the 

north coast of the Llǀn Peninsula to visit 

the remote sixth century church of St 

Beuno. Even today, this small church in 

the tiny hamlet of Pistyll is freshly strewn 

with rushes and sweet smelling wild 

medicinal herbs three times a year. It is 

believed Beuno, the Saint, chose this 

solitary location to escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life ï the silence here is 

deafening!  



Nant Gwrtheyrn 

Welsh Highland Railway 

Onwards from here to Nant Gwrtheyrn, 

where it is believed the first to settle in 

the valley, where the village now stands, 

was the Brythonic king Gwrtheyrn in 

around 300 B.C.  In later times this calm 

and quiet Nant is the background for one 

of the most famous and sombre love 

stories in Welsh, the story of ñRhys and 

Meinirò, which your guide will take much 

pleasure in relating. The by- now óruinedô 

village was bought in 70ôs by a group of 

local people, who had the vision to create a Welsh Language and Heritage Centre. Over 

time the village was rebuilt and the centre became very successful. To date, over 25,000 

Welsh language learners have passed through its doors.  

Breakfast, overnight and dinner at Sygun Fawr. 

 

Day 4 Saturday 

Welsh Highland Train Journey, Royal Town of Caernarfon 

We start the day with a pleasant journey 

to the Royal Town of Caernarfon. 

Caernarfon's symbolic status was 

emphasized when King Edward I of 

England made sure that his son, the first 

English Prince of Wales, was born here in 

1284. In 1969, the castle gained worldwide 

fame as the setting for the Investiture of 

Prince Charles as Prince of Wales. Your 

guide will take you on a tour of the castle 

followed by spending some free time in 

the town. Today Caernarfon is a lively 

market town, with a fine array of 

interesting shops and restaurants along its 

narrow streets.  

Mid-afternoon, for our return journey to Beddgelert, weôll board the Welsh Highland 

Railway on a 19 mile journey through the fabulous scenery in the Snowdonia National 

Park.  

Breakfast, overnight and dinner at Sygun Fawr. 

 


